Selectmen’s Meeting

Fuller Meadow School

Nathan Media Center

November 10, 2009

7:30 p.m.

Minutes

Chairman Jones called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Present: Mr. Houten, Mr. Prentakis and Town Administrator.

Mr. Houten made a motion and was seconded by Mr. Prentakis to read and initial the minutes to indicate their acceptance. The motion carried 3-0.

The Board approved Warrant # 1019 dated November 10, 2009 in the amount of $480,704. 

Administrator’s Report:

· We have several businesses trying to obtain a license for selling used cars at the former Kwiatek lot owned by Michael Demerjian at 81 North Main Street. As you may recall an applicant by the name of Brian Duchak submitted a site plan to the Board of Appeals and appeared before the Design Review Committee. 

· Good news on the Pension System vote to transfer the investable assets to the State’s 40 billion retirement fund last Thursday morning. There were a large number of local officials present to make sure the EERB Board took that action despite non-rational reluctance from some EERB Board members. The EERB Board will now have a much- diminished role in oversight of the pension system relating to the proper administration of benefits. With additional reforms the North Shore Town Managers are going to shortly propose the EERB should be able to refocus on its mission with new regard for cities and town taxpayers in the 19 communities who pay the assessment for the lion’s share of the pension system and retirees. 

· October Building Permits show a total of $2,000,000 in new construction with about a quarter of that commercial and the rest new residential. We have $6.6 million to date since July with 9 new home permits and 21 more foundation permits. 

· Resignation of Scott Saulnier from the Historical Commission leaving an opening and we will advertise on cable and the Town’s website with background in historic preservation. We have received on letter of interest.  

· The joint meeting of the School Committee and Board is in two weeks on November 24th assuming we have any letters of interest by then. 

· The Town was notified by the Federal Aviation Administration of the progress of a study on noise from Boston Logan’s Airport. A local airport Community Advisory Committee was formed to make recommendations for noise abatement measurers and report back to the FAA and Massport. The group examined 33 measures and 10 more suggest by local officials. We were notified because we could participate in the BLAN’s Noise Study process if we were impacted more severely by airport traffic and noise. This may be a good model to use for helping abate or mitigate noise issues relating to the Peaking Power Plant should it go forward.

· A contract was awarded and started for construction of the Access Road and work has begun on both ends, the DEP and order of Conditions required the replanting of the wetlands plants and the excavation of those areas first. Argus Construction is the contractor whose bid of $353,000 was the lowest qualified bid for the work expected to be completed by early spring with most of the work done by winter shutdown in mid to late December. The town’s OPM estimates that carving this work out of the contract for the school’s construction may save much as three months in the work schedule and up to $300,000 in dollar savings. The town extends its thanks to all of the officials and board members and consultants who worked so hard to undertake this work at this time.  

· On the financial end, we are preparing the Town’s official Statement and will be interviewed next week by finance and bond experts at Moody’s for the sale of short term one year Bond Anticipation Notes all of which is being done to receive an update to the Town’s bond rating from Moody’s. We will go to market next week for up to $10,000,000 in BAN’s, which the Selectmen will be asked to sign and approve at your next regular meeting on November 24th. We expect to receive a very low interest rate on the temporary borrowing of somewhere in the range of 1% which will reduce the first year cost impacts on the taxpayer within the Fiscal Year 2011 Operating Budget by thousands of dollars.  

· The Town’s Department head’s considered to be the DRG (internal Design Review Group) reviewed the complete plan review for the School Building Committee which has been scheduled to be presented to the town’s three regulatory boards beginning next week with the Planning Board, Industrial and Commercial Review Board (as a courtesy review only) and culminating with the Board of Appeals. The application now shows the complete layout of the building with parking, landscaping, lighting, drainage and responds to all of the requirements in the Town’s Zoning Bylaw. Other than the final building permit which will have to be obtained by the General Contractor after bids are awarded in late winter or early spring. 

Common Victualler License Application – Freddy’s Place located at 214A South Main Street – Ariana Musabelli:

Ms. Musabelli informed the Board that she will be serve breakfast and lunch between the hours 

of 6:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and be on premises approximately 62 hours per week. Ms. Musabell 

informed the Board the she operated the Family Fare Restaurant in Peabody for eleven years. 

Ms. Musabelli agreed to provide the Board with a copy of her lease with owner Paul O’Neil for 

her business at 214A South Main Street and contact the Building Commissioner regarding and 

sign permits that may be required for the advertisement of her business. 

Mr. Houten made a motion and was seconded by Mr. Prentakis to grant a Common Victualler 

License to Freddy’s Place, Ariana Musabelli, Manager located at 214A South Main Street. The 

hours of operation shall be 6:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The motion carried 3-0.

Approval of Proposed Tower Ground Lease Agreement to Green Mountain Realty Corporation for Construction of a Cellular Telephone at Town Owned Property on East Street: 

Mr. Singer informed the Board that Green Mountain Realty Corporation will be responsible for obtaining all required Federal, State and local permits. These permits shall include, but not limited to, a Major Post Closure Use permit, in accordance with the Massachusetts Solid Waste Regulations 310 CMR 19.143. The Town will receive $18,000 annually in rent plus 10% of rents received from co-locators.  

Mr. Houten made a motion and was seconded by Mr. Houten to approve and sign the Tower Ground Lease Agreement to Green Mountain Realty Corporation for construction of a cellular telephone at Town owned land property on East Street. The motion carried 3-0.

 Designation of Selectman Representative on Tri-Town School Union Subcommittee (established to review and consider the Regional Readiness Study Report prepared by Future Management Systems Inc.):

Ms. Teresa Buono, Chairman of the School Committee informed the Board that the Tri-Town School Union is proposing to regionalize services for kindergarten through sixth grade in the tree towns. The study was focused on improving efficiencies. The subcommittee studying this regionalization effort is requesting a Selectman Representative from all three towns to serve on the committee.

Mr. Prentakis sated that he would volunteer to be the Selectmen’s Representative because he had already been to previous meetings regarding the effort to improve administrative efficiencies among the six elementary schools in the Tri-Town Union. 

Mr. Houten made a motion and was seconded by Mrs. Jones to appoint Mr. Prentakis as the Selectmen’s Representative on the Tri-town School Union Subcommittee. The motion carried 2-0.

Approve and Review with Finance Committee December 1, 2009 Special Town Meeting Warrant:  Finance Committee Members Present:  Chair, Steve Cocciardi, Michelle Cresta, Jill Mann, George Dow, John Mahoney, and Secretary Paula Lanfranci

Finance Committee Member George Dow made a motion and was seconded by Michelle Cresta to approve and recommend Article 2 for the final amounts of Omnibus Budget Reductions for a total of $193,094. The motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Singer informed the Board that the article proposed by the Selectmen and the DPW Superintendent to repair portions of the two baseball fields for the Recreation Commission. The Town will lose use of three baseball fields during the construction of the new elementary school in the spring of 2010. When the school is complete, one baseball diamond will be constructed. To make up for the loss of three fields (two permanently), the Town has negotiated the right to use two fields at the Essex Agricultural School. The Town of Middleton, Middleton Recreation Commission and the Middleton Little League Association will upgrade two fields on the Aggie property for use by Middleton and the Aggie. This agreement with the Aggie allows the Town to keep up with its current field demands without having to spend money on land acquisition and full construction of recreation fields. 

The first field to be upgraded is located on Manning Road in Middleton, which is the access road to the Essex County Correctional Facility. Middleton Recreation uses this field on occasion. The repairs would include removal of inadequate infield material, placement of proper infield mix regarding the outfield in various locations, loam and seed, and fence repairs.

The other field is located just over the Town line in Danvers. The field is currently used by the Aggie as a cocker field. The school will allow Middleton to cut out the sod and create a skin infield to be used for baseball or softball. The infield diamond will be located outside the lines of the soccer field thus allow the use of the soccer field without interruption. The work would consist of sod removal, soil excavation, placement of proper infield mix, and installation of a backstop and benches. 

Finance Committee Jill Mann made a motion and was seconded by John Mahoney to approve and recommend this article in the amount of $20,000 to enlarge and rebuild baseball fields in various locations to provide field spaces that will be lost during construction of the new elementary school. The motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Singer informed the Board that the Council on Aging is proposing and article to appropriate $17,000 to be used to pay for the Town’s 20% share of the cost of the purchase of a new 18- passenger van through a grant with North Shore Elder Services and the Massachusetts Executive Office of Transportation.

The State set aside funding two years ago for funding of these vans before the economic crisis. This van would replace the 1999 van. The transportation services for the elderly are up 80% over the past year. In 2006, the Town replaced the 1994 van which increased the seating capacity from 8 to 12 seats. By replacing the last old van (1999) the Town will increase the seating from 8 to 18. 

The Finance Committee agreed that they need more information regarding the need for additional services and to meet with Susan Gannon to discuss in more detail at their next meeting.

The Finance Committee approved and recommended articles 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9. 

Mr. Prentakis proposed transferring $100,00 from Free Cash that would offset the tax rate to provide tax relief to taxpayers. This could create $2.5 million in access levy capacity and a savings of $30-$35 per household.  

Finance Committee members George Dow disagreed and stated that Free Cash is one- time revenue and Jill Mann stated that this would set up a precedent for the Finance Committee.

Mr. Prentakis made a motion and was seconded by Mr. Houten to transfer $100,000 from Free Cash to apply to and reduce the FY 2010 Tax Rate. The motion carried 3-0.

Mr. Houten made a motion and was seconded by Mr. Prentakis to close the December 1, 2009 Special Town Meeting Warrant. The motion carried 3-0. 

At 9:30 p.m., Mr. Houten made a motion and was seconded by Mr. Prentakis to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried 3-0.

________________________________________

Timothy P. Houten, Clerk

Middleton Board of Selectmen
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